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Doctor William Beanes was a prominent physician and planter in Prince George’s County. The Beanes 

Cemetery in Upper Marlboro, containing the remains of Dr. Beanes and his wife Sarah, serves as a 

memorial to the doctor known best for his passive role in Francis Scott Key’s penning of the “Star 

Spangled Banner” in 1814. 

 

A concrete walkway approaches the cemetery, stopping to the southwest of the site. A marble sill plate 

rests below a single-leaf iron gate, marking the only entrance to the cemetery. The cemetery is 

surrounded by a masonry and metalwork enclosure composed of six brick piers and an iron fence. 

Sandstone pavers cap the piers, which each feature a cannonball finial. The box tombs are comprised 

of a marble tablet resting horizontally on a foundation of stretcher-bond brick. The southernmost box 

tomb has slightly dislodged from its brick foundation. Small boxwoods line the interior of the 

cemetery. Memorial plaques are located on the southwest and southeast brick piers. 

 


